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The more significant findings of this survey have been discussed in 
a separate report. It is recommended that these tables be utilized in 
conjunction with the volume entitled, 'Community Services to Blind Adults 
and Children: An Interpretation of Significant Findings in the "Statistical 
Tables of a Survey of the Community Services and Facilities Available to the 


Elind Residents of Metropolitan Boston, Massachusetts"! - July, 1956. 


Division of Community Reiations 
April 30, 1957 American Foundation for the Blind 
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CONSIDERATIONS IN THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE TABLES 


Estimated versus Known Population: Tables 1 and 2 
It will be noted that the estimated blind population 


of 3,988 is 10 percent higher than the number of blind indivi- 
duals -- 3,556 -- known to the Massachusetts Register or to 
the agencies of Metropolitan Boston. The estimate was obtained 
by applying Dr. Ralph Hurlin's 1952 estimated rate of blindness 
per 1,000 population for the State of Massachusetts to Boston's 
1956 population. Bearing in mind that an estimate is an ap- 
proximation and not an absolute number, several explanations 
of the discrepancy suggest themselves: 
1. The 1952 rate for Massachusetts may not 
be applicable to Metropolitan Boston in 
19563; 
2. Registers normally are not 100 percent 
complete; the Massachusetts Register of 
the Blind is subject to the general rule. 
Full reporting on newly blind individuals 
over age fifty-five in middle and upper 
income brackets is most apt to be wanting; 
3. The 1956 total population figure of 
2,131,605 inhabitans of Metropolitan Boston, 
obtained by extrapolation from the 1950 


United States Census, may be too high. 
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Considerations (2) 

This interpreter suggests that all three above-named factors 

have operated to present a 10 percent discrepancy between the 
estimated number and the number in this survey. 

Estimated Age Distribution of the Blind Population: Tables 3 and 

In estimating the age distribution of this blind popu- 
lation, Dr. Hurlin'ts formula was adjusted to compensate for 
the high frequency of retrolental fibroplasia in the Boston 
area during the late 19),0's and 1950's6 The child with retro- 
lental fibroplasia has begun to figure in the school age popu- 
lation. 

"Housewives" in this Survey: Tables 3, 1h, 1s, 6, and 17 

Successful performance of the role of housewife is one 
index of a woman's integration into the American community. Of 
the 190 women whose major employment status was reported as 
"housewife" (Tables 13 and 1), 1) also were employed outside 
the home. All but one of the 1), was in competitive industry. 
"Unknowns" 

The answer "Unknown" was a legitimate response on the 
schedules used in this survey. There are instances in which 
record keeping compatible with the needs of a given agency do 
not require information on all of the specifics of the "selected 
social characteristics" under consideration, However, these 
tables show strikingly large percentages of "Unknowns" on degree 
of vision (Table 18); source of visual acuity data (Table 23A); 


most usual mode of travel (Table 38); education of the adult 
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Considerations (3) 


blind (Table 3); age at which blindness was first diagnosed 
(Table 27). These are areas in vhich accurate, up-to-date 
information is a requisite for service and service programming. 
Consequently it is imperative to keep in mind that the category 
"Unknown" reflects (1) the direct response and (2) contradict- 
ory replies from two or more agencies serving the same indivi- 
dual: replies which could neither be reconciled nor verified 
were uniformly coded "Unknown," In either at the figures 
raise a serious question as to the adequacy for service and 
service planning of the current information of Metropolitan 
Boston's agencies concerning the blind population of the area. 
"Adults" in this Survey: 


All individuals age twenty-one and over have been 


coded as "adults." 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 1, ESTIMATED BLIND POPULATION: 1950, 1956* 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Estimated 
Total Rate per Number of 
Year Population 1,000 Population Blind Individuals 
1950 4,690, 514 1.64 7,692 
1956 4,845,000 | 1.6) 7,946 


Ill coeseaectscaiespelieiieascomesoninsaes-ahovessusebasntcegertetaceanagespmansssneonentuaeriearneiennpyraneiowneneetrenecemencoseneeteeenemetseeerenmereemmemmmereeneerere reoeeeremammnacemrmmenmeee access emer eeenanemeanmmennsmassmemnete eee meee emma, 


METROPOLITAN BOSTON 


Estimated 
Total Rate per Number of 
Year Population 1,000 Population Blind Individuals 
1950 2, 369,986 1.64"" 3,886 
1956 2,431,605°** V6 ae 3,988 


*Based on Dr. Ralph G. Hurlin's formula described in his publication Estimated 


assuming that 1) the 1952 rate for Metropolitan Boston is the same as the rate for 
Massachusetts, 2) that the 1952 rate applied in 1950, United States Census Bulletir 
P-B21: Massachusetts General Characteristics was used, 


* s ssuming that the 2,6 percent increase in the population of Massachusetts, 1950 - 
1956, applies to Metropolitan Boston, 


we Assuming that the 1952 rate still applies. 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 2. COMPARISON OF ESTIMATED BLIND POPULATION WITH BLIND POPULATION KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES 


Actual number known to 
agencies in 1956 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON ~ JULY 1956 


Table 3, ESTIMATED AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND POPULATION 











Percent of total Estimated 
HhmovbipEschisage blind population blind population 
BBP VOSS ascvilecescsevesss 4.26 170 
Dm ie sstvecccsswcscssccsccce Tue 290 
15 = Aheccvccccccssesvavesecas 7.77 310 
DEMON Meet danedasusee stvececes 13,03 520 
EP CCUL swans stachervestesses 23.31 930 
BENG OVEl eis sasevdsenscseces bh. 36 1770 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table , COMPARISON OF ESTIMATED AGE DISTRIBUTION WITH AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND 
POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 








Estimate of Total blind 
incidence of blindness population known 
Chronological age in Metropolitan Boston to agencies 
Number Percent Number Percent 
Under Wemguned ecu: cesses eke 170 26 152 h,27 
eT van adh iccaceye 290 tect ole 7.64 
15 - Dicer ioseodeceass y's 310 tent 130 3.66 
25 - eee ae aoa lee ce aneee 520 13,03 75 13.36 
SEEN ca 2s Gs p's was ons 0 930 23,31 878 2h.70 
65 and OVEV evceccscsesecnee 1770 Lh. 36 1599 hh.96 
TIC Sak ganas 6 ceeeanee ss =e tend 50 1.0 


Geet cscs deus be dca 3990 100,00 3556 100,00 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 5, BLIND INDIVIDUALS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY AGE AND RACE 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 6. BLIND INDIVIDUALS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY AGE AND SEX 








Total 
blind 
Chronological age individuals Male Female 
Num= Per= 
ber cent 
Under 1 yearseascesncccesaeveccoess 8 ‘errs 4 4, 
Do £ VEATSecccnrercecccrecvensves 13 0.4 8 5 
Dm Sepesescccsnsenecavvesssacavee L151 307 tg 60 
Bm Lae cecovvcccssecsessececscesves RIK 7.6 149 123 
15 = LBsevccccrnsccsevccenessecees 47 1,3 28 19 
1D = Roe vcervcevccrenscsoceseccees 83 Ree 50 33 
RO = Shr ceccavesceverenersscoscsece RIA 6,0 123 89 
35 = 4aageccvcosevecssesevcecsesess 00 794 162 101 
45 = She cctcccnsvasrecssesereesees 3560 10.1 203 157 
D5 = Cayscevaaccesessenccsesesesree 18 1466 266 258 
BS = Toevecccensscascvecceseseeses 642 18.1 289 353 
75 ANA OVELececesssecvccsecsccteee GOT R69 331 626 
UNKn0wns seceveccarnccvssccceccnece 50 165 20 30 
Totalevccscccccseseseseseses So0G 100.0 1704 1852 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 
Table 7, BLIND INDIVIDUALS KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY AGE AND SEX 
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Note: Fifty blind individuals (20 males, 30 females) whose age is unknown are 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON ~ JULY 1956 


Table 8, AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BLIND POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY 





RACE AND SEX 
blind ; Other 
Saeetoes ce ersons ee ha and Unknown 
Bo Se "sr" Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Fenale 
Under 1 yearseses 8 0,2 7 pT icaey. —— ewe 1 1 «= 
Eps ae Xe a2) > a <Se “we Sa aay 
PP ciistiiee 9 i798. 8 Ajo 6) We 86 4a) Bo, 
6G = Ueesveconeoe 272 76 211 119 92 RU aa Doin ey 
BMC Waccses, » U7. 103, 36°. 20. 16 te eed: 
BOOP Clbeveevdeds.-..03, 252 F1- “hS: °26 L) we Al 11 ol" 
DOE DWiasesseees .: 222. 640 202 137 85 6 2 4k h yo a 
trey 6.263 Fibs) 56 oy | 8 Rk a 
US = Shescesevese 360 10,1 333 187 146 a 8 L ih 
BS = Olissesecnsee .. 528 1be6 479 2h5 23h che Hole Avis F< 6 Bie 
Bo Wisevscevese — O42, 1841 599.268 331 ge. 6) M6 11 5: 26 
75 and oversseves 957 26.9 900 303 597 3h 19 15 23 9 4h 
PUMOWMssvecssses . 50. 1,5 °° °-38 16° 22 “ == we 12 ara 3 





Totalessseee 3556 100.0 3237 1543 169) u5 76 69 17, 85 89 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 9, MARITAL STATUS OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 








Total 
Marital blind aoe peery pe ha ite 
status ire Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 
Singlessssssseee . 925 3002 878 431 bh? SONA eDOM ral Bre alee fier 
Marriedsesesseess . L120 36.6 1069 603 66 37 25 12 1 8 6 
Widowodiseseesss - 756 2157 702 .180 522 Ee 13429 12/4) 26°40 
Divorcedses oeeen 7 1.5 38 ely 21 8 6 2 L Stead L 
Separatedeesesos 76 2.5 oy pode i yee 8 6 2 ¥ 1 = 
Otherssscoserece 1 0.1L ladaad =< = 1 1 -- a= =< on 
Unknowns seseoveoe 137 hel 109 59 50 1 Chad 1 27 16 11 





Totaleesess ©3062 100.0 2863 1330 1533 133 Tie oe 66 > 31 35 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 





Table 11, EMPLOYABILITY OF ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 
Baan Other 
Employability blind White Negro and Unknown 
persons 
Num- Per= otal Male Female ‘Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 
Employable. eons 912 29.8 873 509 364 Yd 18 14 - ? 5 zg 
Unemployable,ss. 1887 61,6 1763 702 1061 81 = 43 38 43 19 24, 
Unknownesseveeee 265 Sab nee sh 119 108 Ah tale, 10 16 7 9 


Totalsesovce 


3062 100.0 2863 1330 1535 133 71 62 66 31 35 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 12. EMPLOYABILITY OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY AGE 





Employability 


Employable,. eoeoonr 


Unemployable @eener 


Unknown. secsvcenes 


TOtalerecsee 


Total . 
yivnaioereans Chronological age 
Num= Per= Q1~ k5—= 35— 45—@ 55= 65= 75& Un 
ber cent R4 54 44 54 64 74 over known 


91R 298 45 157 195 R28 205 48 10 4 


1887 61.6 LO 3e 38 64 196 594 946 7 


263 8.6 7 25 30 44 117 vee 1 4l 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 13. MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND KNOWN 
TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 








Major Total 
employment status blind persons Male Female 


Number Percent 





Employed full timeessoccesesccvcsens 416 45.6 517 99 
Employed part timeoecssececrcesvecee 45 4,9 33 12 
Unemployedercccesctevcccerecvccessces 187 2004 123 64 
HOUSEWILCs pssvevecessesseteveresvore 190 21el ~ ne 190 
Student svescvecvvvecvccsecvsoveces 14 1,5 11 5 
Other pecsccsecrencerscessecvesscseen -—— ——— —— -—= 
Unknown ecescvcvccseesvocccenccccees 60 645 48 12 








Totals vcvcsccesnseseveecece 912 100.0 532 380 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 14. MAJOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 





Total 
Ma jor ind . Other 
employment ee White Negro and Unknown 
status Pet Rg Oo en a EE act ae oe ect ace ee 
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 
Employed full 
timesscescese 416 45.6 400 304 96 dene 2 4 3 iD 
Employed part 
TLMC ec oseccccs 45 4.9 44 33 11 1 oon 1 om men ow 
Unemployed,» eees 187 2064 172 114 58 14 8 6 1 1 wee 
Housewifeseseee 190 21.1 184 -~ 184 5 =e 5 tk cate zh 
Student. e¢eae008 14 le 5 13 10 5 wanes Shes = 1 1 “am 
Other. SoHeedsese — a barre ae —_ Serie —— say opbae Sai — 
Unknown, 6ee0068 60 645 60 48 12 mes wre eats aon — aie 





Totalesesess 912 100.0 873 509 364 Se = s18 14 7 5 e 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 15. MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE EMPLOYABLE ADULT BLIND KNOWN 
TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 











Major type of h erecahee 
employment Number Percent re chropeas 
Sheltered workshopecvecsccceccesves 109 12,0 79 350 
Home industriesecsenesecservevesecse 9 1,0 4 5 
Competitive employments csveccesvoes 398 43.6 n84 114 
Self-employedscecersvosevesevscevece 70 707 65 3 
HOUSEWLLCeeccecenscctovercepecseces 176 19.5 oe 176 
Studenterescsvessssccsesssesveveeee 14 1.5 11 3 
Otheresecccccvcccsccsrcevesescecece 5 0.6 4 3 
Unknowns seccecvccevsncscvscpecveces 131 14.1 87 44 
TOtalsecseccevccssevcserose 912 100.0 532 380 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 17. MAJOR TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE CURRENTLY EMPLOYED ADULT BLIND BY SEX 








Total 

Major type blind persons Male 

of employment Number Percent 
Sheltered workshop. oeeeessreeserese 96 2008 67 
Home industries. sececcccsccvcccssoe 6 1.3 4 
Competitive employmentesseccessere 299 64.9 RRA 
Self-employedecececcesccesecsseses 56 MAPS 55 
Unknownescecccessceserersovccccces 4. 0.9 He 


Totalecccnccvdpeccccsccece 461 100.0 350 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 18. VISUAL ACUITY OF THE BLIND POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, 
BY RACE AND SEX 














Total Other 
Degree of blind White Negro and. Unicicent 
vision persons _ 
sa Per= total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
er cent 
Absolute 
blindnesSsesee 458 12.9 423 e22R 201 rad 11 LE 13 7 6 
light perception 
ONnlVssacccseses 41 11.8 393 196 197 14 6 8 14 9 5 
Motion perception 
to 5/2O0.cesees 677 19.0 633 291 342 26 14 12 18 7 11 
5/200 = 9/200ee0. 215 6el 199 89 110 11 8 5 5 3 2. 
10/200 - 19/200,. 343 9.6 314 141 173 2 6 6 17 9 8 
M200 ececvesszes 710 20,0 625 290 585 ay A ae bs 14 58 30 28 
Restricted field 
(under 20°)ssee. 127 3.6 117 #2466 51 8 5 3 2 2 Hen 
BENOW es eccececes 605 17.0 533 248 285 25 13 rbd 47 18 R9 





Totalese 8556 100.0 3257 1543 1694 145 76 69 174 85 89 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 20, VISUAL ACUITY OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES BY 








EMPLOYABILITY 
Total 
Employability 
Degree of vision blind wsise Lal eee 
Num Per Employable Unemployable 
ber cent 
Absolute blindnesseresesse 306 10.0 85 200 
Light perception 
ONLY esccccvccsvceserecses 323 10.5 80 els 
Motion perception 
' to B/Z00scacecseasdacer 638 20.8 156 420 
5/200 = 9/2O00.sereccsceee 204 667 58 130 
B20 10/2006 os 69 00 O00 319 10.4 89 207 
DEEZ OG Wig gigas vip bie dacpnn’s 640 20469 218 359 
Restricted field 
(under 20° )evocceoesens 124 4.1 46 59 
Unknown eccccccsessocssones 508 16.6 180 R97 


Totalesesesveses 3062 100.0 912 1887 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 23, SOURCE OF VISUAL ACUITY DATA FOR THE BLIND POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 





Total 








Other 
Source Parc White Negro and inienoam 
of data Tee eee ie nnn ent es 
ne wen, Total Male Female Total Male Female ‘Total Male Female 
Examination 
made by 
ophthalmologist.2388 93,5 2240 1043 1197 104 56 48 44 21 25 
Examination 
made by 
optometristeese. 86 364 83 38 45 -— =e me 3 2 ni 
Examination 
made by 
medical doctor.. 34 1.3 30 9 rat nf 1 — 3 XE 2 
Other SOUrCE secese 6 Oek 6 5 3 mes oes me lod as Caled 
Unknowneceeecsesse 40 1.6 36 eR 14 3 1 R 1 1 oes 
Totaleseeeeeeroot 100.0 2395 1115 2280 108 58 50 51 rd 26 





Comment: The 508 adults whose degree of vision was unknown do not appear on this 
table. 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 23A, SOURCE OF VISUAL ACUITY DATA FOR THE BLIND CHILDREN KNOWN TO SOCIAL 
AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 


SES ES OPER RSS SE? ESET REE AROS TORE | ETERS A RERIET ATES TES SERENE TESS OTSA Sn ETI RUE AY Bn i RE CT ESET SR ER | 


Total 
Source blind White Negro Unknown 
of data children 
Num= Pere 

KER cent Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Examination 

made by 

ophthalmologist..360 72.9 290 170 0 Ti 4 7 59 33 26 
Examination 

made by 

optometrist. e¢eee8 1 O22 ome oo Cater! ae che = td 7 eee vi 
Other SOUP CE seccecee 14 228 13 9 4 ~~ =e -— 1 i! = 
Unknownesssccoceeyetld 2461 71 34 37 1 1 =o 47 20 27 





Total. .eee+s494 100.0 374 213 £161 1k 5 i! 108 o4 54 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON — JULY 1956 


Table 24, YEAR OF LAST OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF THE ADULT BLIND” KNOWN TO 
SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY SEX 





Total 
blind adults 





Year Nine ba Male Female 
ber cent 

L9S6 cerecvecsevsccccvvcecs 17e 767 74 98 
LISS ereccseveecceveveseses 301 13.4 129 Lik 
L954 eccersvveeserenvccece 206 9k 89 117 
LOSS ccconvrqcereservccvens 210 963 96 114 
LIER acer eesevcerneecececcs 183 8.1 76 107 
1947 = LO5lecvecsesecesene 525 25 04 249 276 
1942 = 1946 cecevececovcves Reo 10.0 112 113 
1937 — L194] ceceeveressecs 267 11,9 141 126 
Prior to LOB7eeeccsecnvies 145 64 84 61 
UNKNOWN erecvocvesvessoses 14 06 4 10 

Totalesessevercveces 2248 100.0 1054 1094 








*This table does not include the 306 adults in this study reported as absolutely 
blind. 
Comments: The 508 adults whose degree of vision was unknown do not appear on this 
table. 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 244. YEAR OF LAST OPHTHALMOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF THE BLIND CHILDREN KNOWN TO 


Year 


DISC ehaas de eeete 


1954 seg 1905S weces 


1LOSK = 1953 vceoes 


1950 ~ 1O5leesene 


1946 = 1949 ..er00 


1941 = 1945 .ceeee 


1936 om L940 escves 


Unknowns cercasece 


Totalsecceces 


SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 


Total 
blind 
children 
Num= Pere 
ber cent 
109 raat 
157 31.8 
Gi eo 
2? 565 
5 1,0 

5 0.6 

A Ook 
131 $2665 


82 


White 


69 
26 


pws 


41 


494 100.0 874 213 





Total Male Female 


ol 


6R 


14 


10 


41 


161 





Total Male Female 


Negro 


anne? 


Unknown 


Total Male Female 


19 


18 


108 


At 


res 


19 


54 


10 


48) 


54 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON ~ JULY 1956 


Table 25-¢ HEARING EXAMINATIONS OF THE BLIND POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, 


BY RACE AND SEX 


Total 
Hearing blind White Negro 


examinations Weis 
ime rere 





ber cent Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 


Other 
and Unknown 





Has had a 
hearing 
examinationses 359 106.1 350 201 149 9 a 5 oe 


Has not had a 
hearing 
examinationeee 81 Rod 72 32 40 9 3 6 — 


Unknownecsssceecdll6 8726 2815 1310 1505 127 5G 58 174 





Totalesseeed096 100.0 8237 1543 1694 145 76 69 174 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table £8. AGE AT WHICH BLINDNESS FIRST DIAGNOSED, BY SEX, OF THE BLIND POPULATION 
KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 








Age at which Sienna sere 
blindness first diagnosed to Male Female 
ae ber cent 
At Dirthessccccesenesesces 383 1038 205 178 
Under 1 yearscoevcevecence 289 8.1 160 19 
i = 2 VEATSeceavsovervsces 52 1.5 25 as 
3m Sevcccesveccsvecoveces 55 1,6 ay 28 
B= ldssrescvevecvcccevess 178 520 102 76 
15 = lBsesccccssecescveves aL 0.6 13 8 
1D = Ras ecccvescorevsveves 41 Lek 26 15 
RE =~ Baovcescvevescccvvess 107 30 67 40 
85 = hss chads 137 508 75 62 
45 = Shervsvencvecvccssees 138 549 74 64 
55 = Checveveccveccccvvcnes 164 4.6 74 90 
65 = Thecevevecccscvesvers 134 507 53 81 
75 and OVEPssosesecscveves 87 Red 34 55 
Unknownsccecccccsvecreoecs 1770 49.7 769 1001 





Totalseccccscevcivece 3556 100.0 1704 1852 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON — JULY 1956 


Table 29, INCIDENCE OF OTHER PHYSICAL OR OF MENTAL DISABILITIES AMONG THE BLIND 
: POPULATION KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 





, Other 
Type eieaens White Negro and Unknown 


4 EES 5 wit Pall inet tn fea A keen en RIOR |) Ba deine dle es 
disability discbi Uity Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 








Respiratory system... 63 Sh ci, aly 9 6 3 as -- <-- 
RM creneh yl nsin w wu m5 92m | lg ely se | See 
Heart & circulation,. 385 363°) W139 e232 17 ale 5 Be. 
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Comment: Of the 3062 blind adults studied, 1227 were reported as having physical or 
mental disabilities in addition to blindness. Fourteen were reported to 
have no additional disabilities. No information was available for 1821. 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 3. EDUCATION OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY RACE AND SEX 

















Total Other 
blind White Negro and Unknown 
Education eens” ~ 
Num= Per= total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 

NonGevcecseccccse 114 Ser 108 48 60 o 2 1 3 an 2 
4 years or less., 115 PAE Panay! 68 33 14 9 5 —— ee ones 
Completed 

5=8 yearsSeeesee 794 25.9 730 358 572 59 33 26 5 2 3 
Attended or 

graduated high 

school 

(9=12 yrse)eoss 699 22.8 675 295 3880 23 8 15 1 1 -— 
Attended or 

graduated 

COllegesessesee ROG 8.4 243 £145 98 9 1 4 4 uP 3 
Business or 

specialized 

vocational 

training*essess 56 1.8 55 17 38 —— we == - us me 
Unknown ee seeevseselOed 335.6 951 399 552 eo 12 13 52 nO R7 








ak 
Totalessseeed062 100.0 2863 1550 1535 \ Eel aman # 62 66 31 35 
———$—$—$<——$————————————— eee 


“This includes secretarial schools, nurses! training, etc. 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 35, EDUCATION OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY EMPLOYABILITY 














Total En | 
. ployability 
Education blind persons 
Num= Per= 
ber cent Employable Unemployable Unknown 
NOMS goponeredrosseccosessse 114 Dae 7 103 4 
4 years or LlesSseecscecece 115 3.8 26 83 7 
Completed 5 = 8 yearsSeose 794 ROD 173 552 69 
Attended or graduated 
high school 
(Q—12 years )esorcececs 699 2268 374 282 43 
Attended or 
graduated collegesecens 256 8.4 126 106 24 
Business or specialized 
vocational training*.,. 56 1.8 £5 30 3 
Unknownesccocceseccvoece 1028 3346 184 ToL 113 
Totalesegecceee  SOER 100,0 912 1887 263 








+ This includes secretarial schools, nurses! training, etce 
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MEfROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 
Table 38, MOBILITY STATUS OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 








pena ; Other 
Ue ee Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Homebound (due 
to illness)ee.. 366 12,0 345 140 205 14 6 8 7 4 3 


Homebound (for 
reasons other 
than illness).. 35 el 32 11 21 3 2 1 — oe — 


Able to travelee.e661 86.9 2486 1179 1307 116 63 53 $9 27 Be 





Totalessse 5062 100.0 2863 1330 1533 133 71 62 66 31 35 





METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 
Table 39, MOST USUAL MODE OF TRAVEL OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES 











Total Other 
Most usual blind White Negro and Unknown 
mode of rsons ef 
travel aes ert Total Mele Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
With sighted 
PETSONesesesevece 763 24.9 f GRet 270 441 47 aM 26 5 S 2 
With guide dogeess 58 1.2 35 20 15 3 3 cases — oe -- 


With CaANCecvescses 182 640 167 126 41 15 10 5 ee exon = 


Without aid of 
any kindsesoesees 462 15el 439 256 £183 18 10 8 5 3 2 


Other scerccvesecces 5 0.1 3 neared Fe) spe a ao | pyres — — 


Most usual mode of | 
travel unknown™.1213 59.6 1131 507 624 33 19 14 49 21 28 





Total able to 
traveleseseseseeeG6l 86.9 2486 1179 1307 116 63 55 S927 3e 


Homeboundssesesceos 401 13.1 377 (151 226 17 8 9 7 4 ) 





Grand Totale.s.3062 100.0 2863 1330 1533 133 yes 62 66 $1 35 
*iMost usual mode of travel unknown" represents the group whose mobility status is 


nown and the group on whom we had contradictory information concerning mode of 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 1, MOST USUAL MODE OF TRAVEL OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, 








BY AGE 
Total 
Most usual mode blind Chronological age 
4 Num-  Per~ pire poe scat anon bo arenes erat he 


ber cent 24 34 44 54 64 74 #+xover known 


Travels with sighted 


PETSONeseceevsecvovceser 763 R409 8 356 70 88 144 178 236 5 
Travels with guide dogeee 38 lee t 11 6 8 8 e if oe 
Travels with can€seceses 182 6.0 6 15 85 35 31 4 27 i 


Travels without aid 
of any kindsecescevcce 462 15.1 23 60 vas 82 85 73 66 he 


OTNOP, seasecadadyconeces 5 Oel <= =n = =e 1 2 ere orem 


Most usual mode of 
travel unknown’ esceeee 113 5946 13 66 69 lle 198 258 459 38 


Total able to travels... 2661 86.9 Se 188 «k4l 825 «6467 «6655)~—=— 789 44, 


Homebound (due to 
PLINOSA lanncececndscns 366 12.0 8 24 19 35 48 80 148 6 


Homebound (for reasons 
other than illness)... 35 2! -— -- 3 2 3 7 20 _— 


Grand Totaleesess 5062 100.0 60 21k R63 3860 518 642 957 50 








ai 
"Most usual mode of travel unknown" represents the group whose mobility status is 
unknown and the group on whom we had contradictory information concerning mode of 
travel, 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 42. MOST USUAL MODE OF TRAVEL OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, 
BY EMPLOYABILITY 








Total ; 
Most usual mode blind persons Dae! ae ee, 
of travel Num= Per~ 
ngs oe Employable Unemployable Unknown 
Travels with sighted 
PETSONeceseevcvececevee 763 2449 226 481 56 
Travels with guide dogeee 38 102 ae | 5 6 
Travels with Can€eceeceay 182 6.0 89 84 9 
Travels without aid 
Of any kindscesececvcee 462 15,1 ath 154 57 
EP TGPhe gs cod Ges cbeee tse ti 3 Oel =m 3 enon 
Most usual mode of 
travel unknown, ooceees 1213 39.6 296 766 151 
Total able to travelsesece 2661 86 9 909 1493 259 
Homebound (due to 
PEINBGS Vendechesssecves 366 12.40 2 3562 2 
Homebound (for reasons 
other than illness )eece 35 lel 1 32 2 
Grand Totalesees 3062 100.0 912 1887 263 





*wMost usual mode of travel unknown" represents the group whose mobility status is 
unknown and the group on whom we had contradictory information concerning mode of 
travel, 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table }7 LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES ’ 
BY RACE AND SEX 




















ear Other 
living blind White Negro and Unknown 
arrangements qa | 
eee nent Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 





Living alone (in 
own household) 266 8.7 Rad 77 166 20 5 15 rs) vy ms 


Rooming or 
boardingescesee 282 Ger eee SLO ina LLY Keele 4 4 2 oom 


Living with 
Friends sevess e 45 1e5 38 Iz 26 3 2 ni 4 1 3 


Living with 
ParentSeseecses RAF 763 e216 134 82 7 5 4 1 1 = 


Living with spouse 
or childreneee 1079 35.2 1030 585 445 56 24 12 13 8 5 


In home of adult 


Childesesseeee 209 68 198 53 145 10 4 6 L -- a 
With other 

relativesssees &78 91 260 88 17% 16 it 9 4 o ra 
In institution... 380 12.4 655 187 216 14 5 9 13 6 < 
Othe resecsveneee 1 OL af 1 -— -_— = “= mee -- = 
Unknownesscseceg 298 947 270 106 164 l= 1 Me ger 15 





Totaleessees 5062 100.0 2863 1350 1533 185 71 62 66 31 55 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON ~ JULY 1956 


Table 7A, LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE BLIND CHILDREN KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, 
BY RACE AND SEX 








Total 
Living blind White Negro Unknown 
arrangements Onl ere nse cue ee BA eto 
Num= Fer- mota1 Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
ber cent 
Living with 
parentse.e eonces SOT 68er 250 126 104 8 3 5 99 46 53 
Living with 
relatives oeoeeee 2 024 ie aoe ve en oe =o af 1 onto 
Living in foster 
HomMOcererecscee sat Roe 10 5 5 ee —— on 44 1 se 
Living in an 
institutionesse 145 29,0 133 £8 51 4 2 2 6 5 1 
Other seseceseceve H, Oe2 om ones wes ae = — ated 1 1 —— 


ASPET COMES ERESE OEE Eat as (EEN SP EES EE TE SNS CS TERED CORE RRR EE AT MD LEER EE ORT Re 


Totaleeeeee. 494 100.0 374 213 161 le 5 7 108 54 54 









arocdal 


; | one , i aotbhtlo san 

















7 alemoi sfoM Latot efatol oft Lato? eLendt ofa fetot “10 mm 
penis 38 sash ena coe treo “red 

| a ad ee a 8 8 bOf aSl O88 3.69 es 
espe i hf wee -- mm L ante f 4.0 
eR [ ne ae a 4 Of. ms 
Con 8 een Skat | {2 38 @8f. 0,e8 
ae f I om onee em a —- $e 


far 





METROPOLITAN BOSTON = JULY 1956 


Table 48, LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ADULT BLIND KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES BY ACE 











Total 
Living blind Chronological age 
arrangements adults oN a 
Num Per elm 25—= 35=2 45— 55— 65—= 75 & Un~ 
ber cent 24 54 44 54 64 74 over know 

Living alone (in 

own household )eseses 266 8e7 zg Sine ate & 55 652 92 Rg 
Rooming or 

boarding. eeeeooeeson 28R 922 7 15 £5 33 48 72 80 PA 
Living with friendeee. 45 1.5 aL 2 1 3 7 IR 19 — 
Living with parentsee. 224 745 28 84 58 380 20 4 nes oa 
Living with spouse 

or children... eveeves 1079 35 ee 10 616125: (174. 255 -242 201 8 
In home of adult 

Childs sscccrencevere 209 6.8 == = me 2 18 48 141 ~— 
With other 

Yelativessvevesresce 278 9.1 1 8 15 oh | 45 65 ris oxo oe 
Oty NST CUGLONs oes0088 580 We4 ‘ 2970-18" +855 139. 64 . 169 9 
OLDOT sn neeeeecaeeareee 1 O.1 ms exes ones eed ee 1 one ween 
HTARTIOWD a wb ee heetses en 298 9.7 4 vB 8 Lo 55 52 142 29 





Totaleeseeseses SO6R 100.0 60 21k 263 360 518 642 £957 50 
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METROPOLITAN BOSTON - JULY 1956 


Table 48A, LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF THE BLIND CHILDREN KNOWN TO SOCIAL AGENCIES, BY 
A 





Total C ' 
living Rie whi Laven hronological age 
arrangements Paes Ricks nae 1-2 3-5 6-14 15-18 19-24 

Living with 

PATENTS secseccscesene shay 68 ee 4 6 92 185 35 16 
Living with 

Telativesssecserseecesa R 0.4 ae aon ao iL a a 
living in foster 

HOME sdivaveoseroreses ik Rok ae 4 E 4 P4 acenel 
living in an 

institution, ecoeseeee 143 29.0 4 3 38 82 10 6 
EOL cweasweehseeeseher = Ok coer ae os sm —ee L 





Totalescesesecse 494 100.0 8 nk, peek e772 47 Ro 
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AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES TO BLIND RESIDENTS OF METROPOLITAN BOSTON 
JULY 1956 
I, Specialized Agencies for the Blind 


II. Non-specialized Agencies Serving Blind Individuals 


Definition of terms used in these tables: 


"Specialized Agency" -= Any agency that is exclusively concerned 
with serving blind persons, or that operates a special program 
or service for the blind. 


"Non=specialized Agency" -- Any agency which does not have a special 
program of services developed expressly to serve blind persons, 


"Educational Services" -- Table II: Reflects data provided by the 
program of the Boston Guild for the Hard of Hearing and the Boston 
Committee on Alcoholism, Inc. 


"Family Services" --{ Services of such organizations and entities as 
the various American Red Cross branches of the metropolitan area, 
the various Departments or Boards of Public Welfare, the Boston 
Legal Aid Society, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, the Inter-~ 
national Institute of Boston, Inc., etc, 


Further considerations in interpreting the data: 


Classifications have been based upon the primary function or 
functions of the agency concerned; the Directory of Social 
Service Resources in Massachusetts was utilized in categorizing. 


Several of the agencies in these tables serve blind people on a 
statewide, regional, or national basis, Figures in the column 
"Number of Schedules Returned" in these tables represent residents 
of Metropolitan Boston receiving services as of July 1956, 


Of the 3,403 blind residents of Metropolitan Boston on the 
Massachusetts Register of the Blind, 66 are receiving no services. 
Schedules were returned for 3,556 individuals, 153 of whom were 
not on the register, 


Note that public and parochial schools serving blind children 

in an integrated program do not appear on these tables, Children's 
schedules completed by the Massachusetts Division of the Blind 
indicated that 112 blind children are in integrated programs in 
area public and parochial schools, 
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AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES TO BLIND RESIDENTS OF METROPOLITAN BOSTON 
JULY 1956 
I, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES FOR THE BLIND 











Number of 
Agency schedules 
; returned* 
aa beadtecclencinaesloecnanchiesteaiieoeihananee arceieiotaeectucortveioactcne tn tis Silas te mda ooteasen a eh acs ose ee ee 
Children's Services 


Boston Nursery for Blind BOUL OSs swaediactueens ues sede sekeea © 2 


Educational Services 


Walter Fernald State School for the Mentally Defective..... 125 
Perkins School for the ar ee el aetie sels ge cae dae bee baa a 82 


Health Services 


Tewksbury State Hospital and Infirmary (Clinic 





for the Lis PSG GB tesa pp gaa UR (a el 

Recreational Services 

Boy Scouts (Sachem Council -- Perkins School). .esscesscoves ‘ges 

Girl Scouts (Perkins HELO SCE oo ROR 2 NE a o*w* 
General Service and Vocational Rehabilitation 

Massachusetts Division of the Blind..eccoccccccceccccccsecece 303 

Protestant Guild for the ee ia sy aa eu ee wiolee aan oe ee cman e 26 

Boeromentdata tne blind (lewiah Cuild)..cesesdevcccseveeuae hah 

Catholic Guild for the ee ae Uo ate otk a oldld win ie'e aod ae ok 17h 

Massachusetts Association for the Blind™**,.,,...cesccccces 278 
Chee Stylin Byes Babe 8 poe A Oe ne ea be 659 








*Several of these agencies serve blind people on a statewide, regional or national 
basis, The numbers in this column represent individuals being served from the Boston 
Metropolitan Area. 


**these figures represent the number of individuals reported being served; however, 
no schedules were returned for these individuals. 


General service, vocation rehabilitation and social center for blind women, 


i he 
by 100 
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AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES TO BLIND RESIDENTS OF METROPOLITAN BOSTON 


JULY 1956 


II. NON-SPECIALIZED AGENCIES SERVING BLIND INDIVIDUALS 





Services Available 








Total ones ene Services 
Type of Service Agencies Number eine Humb erof A Not 
Responding agencies returned Availabl 
Services for the Aged 
TLC L LIONS. tan vheeectpeecne 10 i 135 5 7 
Pee THoy pd ace e as be bk Biées « 2 2 16 6 =~ 
Children's ServiceSceceescvecessee 19 10 h 10 9 
Family PEL TICOR scan ehh eeeruie eas 39 29 12) 7h 10 
Health Services 
MMU LUGH AUN es Je scenute ose 3 1 No Statistics Available 2 
General Health...cccccececce O08 52 820 238 36 
Domiciliary 
Nursing and Convalescent... 5 h 10 2 a) 
PRELIM Uisigc dn been e Ss 6 0 6 3 ne pce | 
Employment, Vocational Training 
and Rehabilitation Services... lk 2 No Statistics Available 2 
Corrective and 
Protective Services.. eoececseses e 1 ae cm 2 
Educational DEPViCESssescuatenees 2 2 11 6 ame 
Recreational SOTVLCES.sceccserce 86 h3 15 22 3 
Veterans! ServiceS...ceccessesee 16 9 15 3 7 
Pith t wechucwne rs tunae aes 283 161 1151 366 122 








NOTE: Seven hundred and fifty-three specialized and non-specialized agencies in 
Metropolitan Boston received Schedule I; 372 replied in writing; approximately 
28 more were reached by telephone, 
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